
 
             March 2023 

Dear all, 
 
As I write this letter to you, President Volodymyr Zelensky has made an historic 
visit to the UK.  President Zelensky is a very gifted orator and charismatic 
leader who has led his country through one of the most challenging times in its 
history.  He has made some outstanding speeches which has inspired and 
captured the optimism of the people of Ukraine.  But why?  Because he has 
offered hope.  I recently saw again the closing scene from the film, The Darkest 
Hour, in which Gary Oldman, portraying very cannily Winston Churchill 
addressing the House of Commons about the situation being faced by the 
country in May 1941.  Churchill gives an outstanding speech, in which he offers 
hope of victory, and he does so in such a powerful and moving way.    
 
The writer to the Hebrews reminds us of the work of Christ who for the joy set 
before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand 
of the throne of God.  (Hebrews 12:2) Saint Paul offers a similar picture of hope 
in his letter to the Corinthians when he says ‘that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 
day according to the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 15: 3) and later in the chapter, 
‘death has been swallowed up in victory.  Where, O death, is your victory, 
Where O death, is your sting?’…. But thanks be to God!  He gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  (1 Corinthians 15: 54c, 55, 57).  
 
The powerful picture of hope painted by Paul and others in scripture should 
give us hope in all things.  For without the victory of the Cross, our cause would 
be hopeless.  We can live lives free of guilt, worry and the burden of sin 
because Christ overcame.  We can experience life in all its fullness because of 
the victory of the Cross.  And we can have hope that one day, we will live in 
eternity with Christ because of His great sacrifice and resurrection. 
 
In a world today when things seem so uncertain and topsy turvy, we can claim 
that assurance for ourselves that all things we work out for the common good in 
the end when Christ returns.  This Lent as we trod that familiar path let us be 
aware of how we personally and us corporately can share that hope with 
others.       I encourage you to read through those passion narratives at least 
once this Lent about the Cross and I pray that you would feel inspired and full 
of hope as a result.  There is something very powerful about being moved by 
inspirational pieces of Scripture, dazzling orators like Zelensky or Churchill or 
powerful scenes in movies or novels.  Our world can feel like a very dark place 
sometimes but there is always hope when you put the world into the proper 
context of the Cross.   
 
I hope and pray that you and your loved have a Happy Easter and that you may 
discover afresh that resurrection joy.   
 
In Christ’s Service,     
 

 Andrew 

Revd Andrew Pottage   


